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The Parish Council meets every month.  Whilst it is not a public meeting, members of 
the public are welcome to come and listen.  The Council members are working on 
YOUR behalf to sustain and improve the quality of life and the environment that we 
enjoy in the parish - come and hear what they are doing for you!   

You will be permitted to raise questions in a public session before the meeting starts.  
The next two meetings will be held in the Andy Young Pavilion at 7.30pm on Monday, 
2nd December 2013 and on Monday, 6th January 2014.. 

The Chairman writes: 

On 10th November, I attended the annual Service of Remembrance and laid a wreath 
on behalf of the Parish Council.  The service, as ever, was very well attended both in 
The Square and at St. Michael's.  It is always gratifying to see the youngsters of Mere 
there in large numbers. 

The November meeting brought forth, once again, the subject of dog fouling: we were 
told that before any football match or other sporting activity takes place it is necessary 
to clear the recreation ground of dog mess.  This situation is intolerable.  It is possible to 
pursue a prosecution if photographic evidence is available.  In the age of the mobile 
phone this is becoming more and more likely.  Please pick up after your dog and use 
the bins provided.  Our PCSO will be reporting back to the council at the December 
meeting on this subject. 

Also in December, we shall be holding our annual budget meeting.  We always do our 
best to keep the precept down in spite of rising prices and reductions in funding.  It is at 
these meetings that you realise what the reality of "cutbacks" mean. 

As winter is fast approaching, plans are in place for snow and ice clearance, and it is 
thanks to George Jeans who has sourced the equipment and manpower for this. 

On a brighter note, the town will be decorated and lit again for Christmas, and thanks to 
those who help with that.  As there will not be a Mere Matters now until the New Year, I 
would like to wish you all a Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

For information on Parish Council activities, minutes, agendas, contact numbers etc. 
please refer to the Mere website: www.merewilts.org, e-mail the parish clerk at:: 
lindseywood@merewilts.org or  01747 860701. 

Lesley Traves, Chairman, Mere Parish Council 

Richard Robbins - Trained Gardener - 25 years 

experience.  All aspects of Garden Care Undertaken 

01373 473008 Mobile 0751 0130 083 
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GEORGE JEANS, WILTSHIRE COUNCILLOR, 
MERE DIVISION, WRITES 

I was told Wiltshire Council now has over 5,000 employees, some years ago before 
contracting out some services etc. I was told it had 15,000 employees. Two hundred 
and fifty two staff have taken voluntary redundant recently.  We have lost three of the 
four highway coordinators we had at Wilton, with no replacement in sight at present.  
Councillors report highway problems to co-coordinators. My councillor’s allowance has 
risen by 1%.  I did vote against this and had it recorded. After tax it is less than a 
hundred pounds extra.  

The increases, put forward by Wiltshire Council's Independent Remuneration Panel, 
were passed in a recorded vote held at County Hall, during a full council meeting.  
Through the reforms, one Councillor, the media claim, will see their allowance increase 
by 36.5 per cent a year; other councillors had lower increases down to 1% for those 
Councillors with no special responsibility.  Carrying out the review, the first since 2009, 
the independent body compared Wiltshire Councils’ allowances scheme with other 
councils and also considered government guidance.  

The increases, to be backdated from May's elections, will see those Councillors who are 
members of the Council's cabinet receive increases of 22 percent. Wiltshire Council’s 
members’ total allowance will increase by £127,000.  

I cannot support this increase at this time, with many electors currently battling financial 
difficulties.  Therefore I will give most of my increase for salt and shakers.  A few for 
West Knoyle, Mere, Zeals, Stourton and Kilmington.  Salt supply to Towns and Villages 
is available. Look at your local street‘s salt box now, it should now be full.  If it isn’t, tell 
me or Wiltshire Highways. 

The Council Tax base at present has in effect been lowered. It now depends on those 
claiming rebate in the area.  A grant from Wiltshire Council to Parish Councils last year 
ensured community charge payers did not notice any increase in Council Tax.  This 
year the grant may be less, therefore your local parish rate may rise through no fault of 
the parish or town council concerned. 

Parish Councils and the Community need to give consideration to the scope and format 
of a governance review for parish boundaries and electoral arrangements. It is a 
process which can easily last for two years, so the logical time for the implementation of 
any changes is for the 2017 unitary and parish elections.  It was recommended that a 
cross party working group was set up to undertake the preparatory work, and that 
Councillors are requested to come forward with any known outstanding community 
governance issues. 

Wiltshire Council has a choice based lettings system based on bands rather than points 
and this will continue after a review, which is currently underway. This review will 
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determine priorities and procedures for the allocation of affordable housing across 
Wiltshire, including:-eligibility and exclusion criteria for registration, property size criteria, 
a banding structure that determines how applicants will be assessed and prioritised, and 
how homes will be allocated. 

A comprehensive informal and formal review of the allocation policy is being conducted 

The bands awarded are Bronze, the lowest, then Silver etc. At the present time it is 
proposed to remove the bronze band, which I believe will allow only those with local 
connections who have a council need as the council see it, to be affordably housed.  
This allocation policy will exclude those who work locally or have a local connection and 
do not fit in to the councils silver band. 

A proposal for a tax on Wiltshire’s largest supermarkets which could be used to help 
pay for town centre car parking charge cuts, will be investigated by Wiltshire Council’s 
Overview and Scrutiny Management Committee. The motion, if agreed, may see some 
supermarkets and large out of town stores paying a levy of 8.5 per cent on the rateable 
value of their sites, if accepted.  

The broadband survey area map has been released, which includes areas for superfast 
broadband.  As part of the procurement process, detailed analysis was undertaken. This 
was to determine which areas have already been, or will be, served by commercial 
organisations such as BT and Virgin Media.  The areas that these organisations will not 
be rolling out is where Wiltshire Council investment is able to be used, as it is a partner 
in the Great Western Broadband (GWB) scheme. 

A survey map at postcode level is available now on the web, which shows the areas 
that will be covered by a commercial roll out and which areas will be surveyed as part of 
the GWB investment. 

This map can only be a guide to visually demonstrate the areas we can and cannot 
invest in.  White are the areas the telecoms market has already or plan to (in next three 
years) invest in improved services.  The purple area of the map, which includes Mere 
and district, shows the GWB survey area, and where this project will be surveyed and 
investment made. 

The map can’t show in detail how the broadband technology is currently deployed (as it 
is not postcode specific).  Due to the nature of growth and development over the years, 
each town, village or even street will have a unique and complex infrastructure that 
does not fit clearly into a post code area.  As each survey stage is completed, more 
detailed information will be available and shared via this website, Area Boards and 
Parish Councils. 

You can now use your iphone, ipad or android phone to send a highways defect report 
and more.  The ‘My Wiltshire’ app is available to download at the App Store (for phones 
and ipads) or from Google Play™ (for Android phones).  
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At long last I have presented a copy of the Mere 2012 Royal Jubilee DVD to Mere 
Museum.  They are still on sale at Waltons of Mere, all proceeds to the link scheme, 
about £200 from the sale has been raised so far.  If you are struggling for a Christmas 
present idea, the DVD may be the answer. 

KEEPING SAFE THIS WINTER 
The Silent Killer!  Carbon Monoxide (CO) 
can be fatal or permanently damage your health 
It is produced when carbon fuels (logs coal, gas) do not burn completely. It is hard to 
detect as it has no taste and no smell and it can kill quickly.  

Don’t think that just because you have not got an open fire or a log burner that you are 
safe. Carbon Monoxide can be produced by any fuel burning appliance. Such as 
cookers, heaters, gas tumble dryers, hot water heaters and fire places.  You can even 
be poisoned by Carbon Monoxide if you share a wall or a chimney with a neighbour and 
their house has a leak. The gas can seep through the bricks into your living area or 
bedrooms. 

Everyone is at risk from CO poisoning but some more so than others and they 
include the elderly, young children and those who may have heart and lung diseases or 
anaemia. 

What are the symptoms?  
Symptoms include headache, dizziness, tiredness, muscle pains, upset stomach and 
feeling sick, some of these can be the same symptoms as for flu or even food 
poisoning.  If you suffer from these symptoms when you are at home but feel fine 
elsewhere there may be a problem with CO poisoning. 

If you think you are suffering from CO poisoning you need to get into fresh air 
immediately. If your symptoms are serious you must get to a doctor or to A & E straight 
away. As the symptoms are common, tell the doctor why you think it might be CO 
poisoning. The only way to confirm CO poisoning is by a special test and once you are 
in the fresh air the levels of CO in your blood start to fall so you need testing as soon as 
possible.  

How to check for a CO leak 
If your appliance is burning with an orange flame there could be a problem.  Have your 

Card Making & Paper Craft Classes 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 
the month at Mere Lecture Hall. 10.00am ‘til 12.30pm 
£10 per session.  Materials and refreshments provided. 
Fiona Cullen on 01747 837857  angelfishcrafts@gmail.com 
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chimney flu checked. It is important that nothing is blocking it e.g. a bird’s nest or plants 
growing. There may also be a tear in the flu and this can cause a down draft of CO. 

Older cookers can cause problems and eye level grills can be particularly dangerous – 
so get yours checked right away. Have appliances checked regularly by a qualified 
engineer. 

If you have double glazing there may not be enough ventilation in your home and your 
appliances could produce CO due to the lack of air.  Check air bricks are not blocked. 
You don’t have any? It would be wise to refer to a specialist to see if you need some. 
New building regulations state that all homes with log burners or open fires should have 
ground level ventilation.  

Are you a tenant – Landlords are required to check appliances in your home every 
year.  

Protect yourself and your family from this killer by installing a CO alarm approved 
to BS EN 50291, but remember that this is not a substitute for regular maintenance of 
your appliances! 

If you would like a fire and safety check for your home contact your Wiltshire 
Good Neighbour, Ann-Marie Dean  07557922023 

T@3 - Community Tea Party 

The next opportunity to join us for tea will be Wednesday, 11th 
December when we will be celebrating the Christmas season with 
some of Paul’s delicious mince pies topped with cream! The venue 
as usual will be the Angel Tea Rooms and the timing 3.00pm. 

As this event is becoming so popular it is essential that you pre book or we may have to 
turn you away at the door.  Also, we have booked the event well into 2014.  
Programmes of our forthcoming tea parties will be available at the December tea.  Our 
first in 2014 will be on Wednesday, 22nd January and the time, as usual, 3.00pm. 

If you would like to attend the December tea party please contact local coordinators 
Ann-Marie Dean  07557 922023 or Emma Curtis  07557 922026 no later than the 
morning of Monday, 9th December.  For the January Tea Party we need to hear from 
you by the morning of Monday, 20th January. 

Merrell’s Mobile Foot Health Clinic. 
For the professional treatment of: Corns ● Callus/Hard Skin ● Nail 

Trimming ● Fungal & Thickened Nails ● Athletes Foot ● In growing 

toenails ●Qualified to treat diabetics and those taking Warfarin and 

steroids ● Massage given to make your feet feel fitter in the comfort of 

your own home.    Contact Mary on 07809 738237 
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POLICE REPORT 

Priorities 
Our priorities are Dog Fouling, primarily in and around the Mere 
Recreational Area and Anti Social Behaviour (ASB) which has been 
reported to us around the school grounds, Duchy School, Mere. We 
are out on foot actively patrolling these areas and will deal with any 
ASB which occurs. 

A Big Thank You 
To Richard Jefferies for helping us out by getting Mere Neighbours online once again.  
Richard has decided to step down and give someone else a chance to look after the 
website. I am sure you will all agree ‘Mere Neighbours’ is an invaluable information 
point and without Richards’s knowledge and time it would not happen!   

We are now looking for a volunteer who can assist us to put this information onto the 
website.  

 

Winter Safety 
I have been visiting schools this week doing Road Safety presentations to Primary 
School children, and with the dark winter nights looming it is a good time to remind 
everyone to be safe when walking and cycling about.   

Hi Visibility yellow or orange tabards and reflective strips help you to be seen in the 
dark, especially in villages where there are no pavements and you have to walk in the 
road.  It is a good idea to carry one in the car so that you are seen if you break down 
and have to leave the vehicle.  Even just white clothing instead of black will get you 
seen by motorists!  

Lights on bicycles are a must at night, it is an offence not to have them, don’t risk it.  
Motorists check your washer bottles are full and have scrapers handy for when the cold 
snap starts.  Don’t leave the car running on the drive to defrost windows, we have 
incidents of people just driving off in cars left with the keys in, defrosting!  

Attempted thefts 
Farms and business premises have been targeted this month by thieves looking for 
machinery etc to steal.  Stourhead estate had a vehicle stolen and were targeted 
overnight a week later but the intruders were seen off by vigilant neighbours who 
alerted the estate.  

PC Richard Salter and PCSO Peter Tscherniawsky  101 (24hrs) 
 richard.salter@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk or 

 peter.tscherniawsky@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk 
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SITUATION VACANT! 
Are you good with figures? 

Do you have a good working knowledge of accounts? 

If so, St Michael’s Church in Mere needs YOU! 

After 6 years in post, our Honorary Treasurer is stepping down and we 
will need someone to step into the breach from April 2014. 

The job can be done in your own time at home, either using a computer 
or a manual ledger system. 

You won’t be left on your own to figure it all out, as full training and 
support will be available. 

If you think this is something that interests you, please ring Peter 
Dethick, our current Treasurer,  01747 863498 for an initial chat 
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CHRISTMAS LIGHTS IN MERE 

Carols, Band and Fun! 

Shops staying open late 

Friday, 6th December 

Lights to be turned on at 6.00pm prompt 
For more information contact Bob Parsons  07817 939570 

WEATHER REPORT 

October was the wettest month of this year with 152.5mms (6.0 ins).  Last year we had 
133.0mms (5.24 ins).  We had thunder on the 14th and a storm on the 27th, which was 
not as bad as the rest of the country.  A tree was blown down in the recreation ground 
and parts of Mere were without electricity for most of the day. 

Up to the 17th November it continued to be wet, mostly overnight.  We had 65.5mms 
(2.58 ins) of rain. Nice and wet for the fireworks, but there were not so many of those this 
year.  It is turning colder, with plenty of north winds and we had the first frosty morning on 
the 13th November. Peter Durkee  01747 860363 

MERE LIP READING 

The Open Meeting for Mere Lip Readers on the 29th November has not, as I write, yet 
happened, but I hope it will be a well-attended and helpful introduction for would-be lip 
readers.  Unfortunately, our MP, Dr.Andrew Murrison, is going to be prevented by his 
parliamentary duties from being there as planned for that day, but we hope to see him 
at one of our sessions on some future occasion. 

Lip reading skills are well worth learning for those with any degree of hearing loss and 
we would welcome anyone who would like to join our meetings. These are held in The 
Grove Building on Tuesday mornings from 10.15am to 12.15pm during term times. 

For more information, please contact Sheila Thomson at 07760-731406 or by e-mail at 
SheilaT@bishopstrow.org.uk David Longbourne 

Jeans Electrical – Now stocks solid fuel from Calor.  Kindling, 
house coal, heat logs, firelighters etc. Full range of LPG 
cylinders available.  Tel: 01747 860215 
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Mere Dental Practice 

The practice has Dentists - Stephen Sherrard & Christopher Davies 
and Dental Therapists Wendy Hester & Jay Lonsdale 

Contact Details: - Mere Dental Practice, Duchy Manor, Springfield Road, 
Wiltshire, BA12 6EW,   01747 860365, 

E-mail: meredental@btconnect.com, Website: meredentistry.co.uk, 

Opening hours: - Monday – Thursday 8.45am – 5.30pm, Tuesday 
8.45am – 7pm & Friday 8.45am -5pm 

                                             

The practice is sited in the grounds of Mere Primary School, first building 
on your left when you go through the school  

UPDATE ON WESSEX WATER ABSTRACTION 
FROM MERE 

On Friday, 25th of October, there was a meeting of Mere Rivers Group; members of the 
Environment and Resources Department of Wessex Water Ltd; people who live beside 
the Shreen or Ashfield, and had come to previous meetings; and representatives of both 
the Environment Agency and Water Consumers Council. The purpose of the meeting 
was for Wessex Water to detail the outcome of the flow trials you may have seen 
evidence of on the rivers, and their proposals about their future abstraction from Mere 
Source at the Pumping Station in Burton field.  This was a restricted meeting, called to 
share information for future planning which could be reported later on in a full public 
meeting once there was something to talk about. 

Wessex Water conceded that the trials had demonstrated that halving the abstraction 
so that 4 million litres a day were not being exported to Yeovil significantly improved the 
flow in both streams. However, it must be remembered that the Ashfield flow had 
diminished considerably in its upper reaches by the time the trials had begun. The 
trigger point they used to stop export was a ground water level measured on a point on 
the Ashfield in 2006 when similar conditions to 2013 applied. 
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Wessex Water have suggested an informal arrangement up to 2020, when they submit 
another management plan to OFWAT, where they will cease abstraction when the 
previously mentioned ground water trigger point is reached. The Water Consumer 
Council representative indicated that Mere Rivers Group could perhaps negotiate a 
higher ground water level trigger point to better support flows in both rivers in times of 
stress.  Wessex Water was very keen not to see a formal reduction in its Environment 
Agency awarded abstraction licence of 9 million litres a day at Mere. It wants flexibility 
to source water, especially as there have been abstraction restrictions placed in the 
River Avon Salisbury Plain catchment area. Also, permits to export surplus water not 
used locally by the public water supply, entirely outside its present distribution area will 
be available soon.   

For the Environment Agency, the most important reason supporting a reduction in an 
abstraction licence would be a negative impact on the biodiversity of a river.  For Mere 
this means that the riverside resident’s good quality care of the stream banks, wildlife 
and vegetation is very important, as is the monitoring done by volunteers of the diversity 
and abundance of the living things in the water which provide food for fish. Wessex 
Water’s environmental scientists also monitor biodiversity and have been helpful to the 
Mere Rivers Group throughout the trial period.  

Further information follows in the new year. 
Ian Sheppard, Mere Rivers Group  01747 863370 

MERE CARNIVAL 

 
 

Come and meet Father Christmas in the Clock Tower 
on Saturday, 21st December from 10.00am – 12.00noon. 

Whisper in his ear what you hope to find in your stocking 
on Christmas morning 

******************************************************* 
MERE CARNIVAL CHRISTMAS QUIZ 

Wednesday, 4th December  
in the Grove Building 

tables of 4 - £2.00 per person 
7.15pm onwards 

Raffle and Refreshments 
 

 
Carol Payne, for Mere Carnival Committee  01747 861639 
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP THE COMMUNITY? 

Minute Secretary needed for the Mere Lecture Hall Trust 

The Mere Lecture Hall Trust is looking for a secretary on a voluntary 
basis to create agendas, take minutes at meetings and carry out limited 
administration tasks to ensure that the Mere Lecture Hall can continue 
to run.  

There are typically 8 meetings a year and this is a chance for you to get 
involved in the general operation of the Trust and the role could expand 
to other duties and tasks depending on your interests.  

If you think this is something you would be interested in then please 
send an e-mail to: Secretary@MereLectureHall.org.uk by Saturday, 
14th December with your name and address.  You will then be sent 
more details of the role and invited to discuss the opportunity further.  

The Mere Lecture Hall Trust is an independent Christian Trust that was 
established in 1924 to promote the spiritual, moral, educational and 
social welfare of the inhabitants of the town of Mere and the surrounding 
area. It is a registered charity (number 202620) and generates income 
from various properties, which is then used for the support of the Hall 
and the provision of Grants into the community.  

Trevor Lucas, Secretary to the Trust  01747 860859 

TRUSSELL TRUST CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES 

By the time you read this, the Christmas Shoe boxes, full of gifts for the very poor men, 
women and children of Bulgaria, will be on their long journey.  Thank you all so much for 
your generosity, consideration and kindness in sending these boxes which are so jofully 
received.  You can follow their journey on the Trussell Trust blog, which starts at the 
beginning of December, and see the happy smiles on so many faces.  You never know, 
you might even recognize your own wrapping paper on a gift!  HUGE thanks, 

Wendy Horne  01747 861712 

COMMUNITY LUNCH 

The Community Lunch is for young, old, new and long established residents, business 
people, the retired, the busy and the bone idle.  ALL are welcome! 

The next lunch will be on Tuesday, 14th January 2014, starting at 12 noon in the Walnut 
Tree Inn with a choice of Roast of the day or Fish and Chips for £8.95: Drinks are not 
included.  Please  01747861220 to book in advance. 

Please ring me for more details. Lynette Elliot  01747861646 
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THE MERE AND DISTRICT 

CHAMBER OF TRADE 

Mere Chamber would like to thank all of those who joined us this year for our business 
meetings and networking events.  We are planning more for next year, along with 
training courses and further joint networking events with neighbouring Chambers.  So 
watch this space for further details and we look forward to seeing you at a future event 
or meeting. 

If you would like to know more about the Chamber and it’s activities as well as details 
and benefits of membership, please contact Julie Cousins on  07856 700 576  

Date of next Committee Meetings 
To be held at Mere Social Club for 7.30pm 
Wednesday, 11th December 2013 
Wednesday, 8th January 2014 Julie Cousins, Secretary,  07856 700576 

PROJECT SUNRISE – MERE  

The first six-monthly report to the South West Wiltshire Area Board 
was submitted in September and we were called to a review 
shortly afterwards.  It was well received by the Board members, 
the main observation being that we had not spent as much as they 
expected for what had been achieved!  The full report is now on 

our website.  As has been reported previously, this first period has seen several 
initiatives and these are now bearing fruit. 

A leader for the Signage sub-project has been agreed, Mike Grout, a relatively recent 
resident of Mere. Mike’s previous business was in the management of construction 
projects so he brings useful knowledge and contacts to our endeavours.  He is currently 
laying out plans and priorities for the task. Initial work will be the updating of local 
information and maps in the car parks and Square in Mere. 

We have maintained our contact with the Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) despite the 
change in its administration. The walks plotted by our volunteers should soon be on the 
AONB web site, and as AONB has managed to secure some further funding from the 
South West Wiltshire Area Board, all the cycle routes will also be uploaded. 

Identification and recording of local small businesses and SPEs (single person 
enterprises) by the Chamber is under way, but if you are one and haven’t been 
contacted, please let us know.  With sufficient support, the aim is to provide both online 
and hard copy directories.  

Did you see a recent short article in The Guardian? It praised Mere as a great place to 
stop along the A303. 
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If you didn’t see it, then point your computer to http://tinyurl.com/nkk25ak and tell your 
friends! 

Two of the artists belonging to the Working Group (see the website 
www.artistsinmere.com) are exhibiting in the small gallery at the rear of Walton 
Antiques.  This has given them an opportunity to exhibit and sell their work.  Similar 
space is being sought to extend the scheme. If we can find more spaces and generate 
enough interest, it will provide a further means of attracting more visitors to the area. 

Finally, on behalf of all the members of Mere Chamber, do have a Merry and safe 
Christmas, and don’t forget to support your local traders as much as possible. If you 
don’t use them, then there is every chance we’ll lose them. Once gone, it’s hard to bring 
businesses back into the town. 

The website at www.projectsunrise-mere.org.uk carries further information on the 
projects. 

If you are interested in helping, please contact me or Julie Cousins on 07856 700 576. 

Hamish Bell, President, Mere & District Chamber of Trade  01747 861717 

MERE & DISTRICT RAILWAY MODELLERS 

The last meeting of the Mere & District Railway Modellers to use the Small Lecture Hall 
was held on November 20th.  Up until now the dozen or so committed members have 
all contributed by demonstrating and talking about their facets of the hobby.  Areas 
covered have been: designing layouts, simple scenery, guest speakers on railway 
history, the practical functionality of a multiple road siding, and how to make a game of 
shunting using wagon cards, “O” gauge locomotive building, and finally their new double 
track N gauge layout explained by David & Elizabeth Dunn.  

As a number of layouts have been created or given to the group, we have found a 
temporary home where they can be displayed and run.  For information regarding future 
meetings on 4th & 18th December, please contact me for information. 

Tom Snook  01747 861977 

ONE WORLD FAIR: 

We would like to thank all those who helped and supported our fair and workshops 
during One World Week in October.  

Although not primarily a fund-raising venture, we have been able to buy three Floating 
gardens to support families in Bangladesh to grow their own food.  The gardens are 
planted on a raft of Water Hyacinth (a pernicious weed) so that when the rains and 
floods come, the families do not lose their crops. 

Judith Thompson, Gill Grout and Janet Way  01747 860884 
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MERE THEATRE CLUB 
A very happy Christmas to all theatre lovers of Mere and we hope you enjoy a 
stimulating and exciting year ahead with us. Many thanks to the committee who keep it 
on the road: Wendy, Carol, Jean, Hamish and Tony and also a big thanks to Graham 
Avory for producing Mere Matters month after month and keeping Mere ticking! 

Madelaine Morris  01747 861833. Wendy Horne  01747 861712 
 

 

DECEMBER SHORT WALK 

This will take place on Wednesday, 18th December.  The Annual Mystery Tour will 
follow solid paths and lanes around Mere with a seasonal challenge to keep your minds 
warm, if not your toes. Recover with tea and cake afterwards.  Meet as usual at 2.00pm, 
but at the Walnut Tree Inn and NOT the Surgery Car Park. 

There will be NO walk in January. Janet Way  01747 860884 

MERE WALKING GROUP 

The New Years walk and pub meal will be on Thursday, 2nd January 2014. For more 
information contact me by  roger46laidler@talktalk.net  The planning meeting for 
2014 walks will be held at the George Inn on Wednesday, 15th January, all welcome.  
For timing and more information, please contact me. 
  Roger Laidler 01747 863447 
 

MERE FOOTPATH GROUP 

Who are we?  We are a small band of volunteers, who first met late in 2012.   

We have, since forming, been awarded a grant by the Area Board.  With this we bought 
some tools and safety equipment.  We have done a good deal of walking the footpaths 
to assess the work needed, and set up an internet based system to record the condition 
of footpaths in and around Mere and our plans.  While we are out walking the paths we 
have been adding way-markers to make the paths clear for other walkers.  Our work is 
of two types: ‘gardening’ - where we spend time cutting back growth which obstructs the 
paths or stiles; and ‘building’ where we repair or replace stiles and, in one case, a 
bridge across a stream. 

What of the future?  As well as regular tours keeping the vegetation in check, we have 
plenty of stiles already identified as needing repair.  We also hope to develop Burton 
Path and the way back to Mill Lane as a tarmac covered circular route for wheelchair 
and pram access.  This will need some agreement from interested parties and some 
fund raising events!  We hope to encourage a few more hardy souls to become 
members and to, generally, promote the walking of footpaths in Mere - both the 
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tarmacked paths in the village and those that cross the fields and hills from end to end 
of the parish. 

If you are interested in joining us on one of our working parties then please contact Alan 
Mead  07880 988214 or me:  john.a.jordan@hotmail.co.uk 

John Jordan  01747 861567 or  07840 722835 

MERE & DISTRICT LINKSCHEME 
Requests for Transport  01747 860096 

The Mere and District Linkscheme will be closed from Monday, 23rd December 2013 
until Friday, 3rd January 2014.  We will be unable to provide a shopping service during 
that time.  However, if you have any medical appointments we will try to fulfil them for 
you, but please give us as much notice as possible. 

The phone line will open as normal.  Please leave a message with details of required 
journey, your name and address plus telephone number. 

Barbara Thomas, Secretary 

Painting Classes at The Cheese House Studios, Prospect Famhouse, 

Mere. Thursday and Fridays 1 - 4 pm and Saturday mornings 10 - 12 

pm. Small, friendly art groups for all levels with tea and homemade cake 

£15 per session. Please call 01747 861282 or contact the website 

www.cheesehousestudios.co.uk 
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MDLS LITERARY FESTIVAL 

A thank you to all who supported the 2013 festival. 

‘Golly gosh – I left holding my sides with laughter, but what an intelligent & informative & 
enlightening evening.’ 
‘Another very entertaining and interesting evening.’ 
‘Superb evening. Thank you.’ 

These were some of the audience comments on events at this year’s festival and the 
speakers were just as complimentary about their audiences and the warm welcome 
given them in Mere. 

Poets from all over the West Country and even as far away as Wales, gathered in the 
Lecture Hall to hear the results of the 2013 competition. The names of winners are 
displayed on the Link notice board. More detailed lists are on the website 
www.merelitfest.co.uk  and include a number of local poets awarded certificates. 
 
Congratulations to Mere poet Peter Gillott, awarded third prize, and to Mary Buchan, a 
member of PennyBank Writers, who won the local section.  

MDLS and the Lit.Fest. Group thank all who helped or supported the festival in any way. 
The support of the community is much appreciated by all Linkschemers and enables the 
Link to continue its charitable work.  
 

As the 2013 festival is put to bed, thoughts turn to next year. If you have energy and 
expertise which you think would be of help to the Lit. Fest. Group do please contact the 
organiser  01747 860475. Adrienne Howell & Lit. Fest. Group 

BRAINWAVE 

We are getting in the swing for the Festive 
Season.  Christmas decorations and items 
suitable as small gifts are now on sale.  Also, we 
are featuring a rail of party wear to help you 

dazzle in December.  If you are undertaking a pre-Christmas de-clutter, please donate 
your surplus items to Brainwave to help boost our seasonal stock.  We are planning a 
late-night shopping event, with a free glass of wine, aimed to coincide with the turning 
on of the Mere Christmas lights, so please look out for local posters confirming the date 
and time. 

Finally, our Christmas tombola is now underway with a host of instant-win prizes, so 
please remember to drop into Brainwave to see just what we have in store.  The staff 
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and volunteers would like to thank all customers and donors for their continuing support.  
We send you all good wishes for a Happy Christmas and a great New Year. 

For further information about Brainwave, please telephone the shop during business 
hours   01747 863432.  

THE BOOK OF MERE 

By Dr. David Longbourne 

portraying the history of the town 

and illustrated by 300 photographs 

is on sale at Mere Library/Information Point 

Priced at £9.99. 
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MERE FILM SHOWS 

No show in December, but we have some excellent films to come in the New Year and 
we begin on Thursday, 16th January with ‘About Time’ (12A), the latest film written and 
directed by Richard Curtis (Four Weddings and a Funeral, Notting Hill, Love Actually).   

After a fairly disastrous New Year party young Tim Lake (Domhnall Gleeson) is told by 
his father (Bill Nighy) that the men in his family have always had the ability to travel 
through time and while he cannot change history he can change what happens and has 
happened in his own life.  Thus equipped Tim decides to make his world a better place, 
but time travel is not as easy as it seems and not everything goes quite according to 
plan. A warm hearted comedy with the lovely humour of Bill Nighy, this brings cheer to a 
winter’s evening!  Full details on page 33. 

Dates for your diary:  Thursday, 13th February: ‘Le Weekend’ with Jim Broadbent and 
Lindsey Duncan.  Friday, 14th March: ‘Philomena’ with Judy Dench and Steve Coogan. 

Mary White  01747 861257 
 

WINCANTON CHORAL SOCIETY’S 
‘CHRISTMAS CONCERT’ 

The Wincanton Choral Society is performing at the Wincanton Leisure Centre at 7.30pm 
on the evening of Sunday, 8th December, and is offering a thrilling evening’s 
entertainment.  

The first half begins with three short but delightful Motets by Elgar. This will be followed 
by the 5 Mystical Songs by Ralph Vaughan Williams. These songs mix serenity and 
drama with true English beauty. Then follows the Navidad Nuestra (“our Christmas”) by 
Ariel Ramirez from the Argentine - in many ways the high point of the evening.  The 
music is exciting with its Latin American rhythms, haunting melodies and itself flows with 
the tenor of the gauchos and the warm airs of Buenos Aires. 

The second half of the performance will begin with Vaughan Williams’ ‘Fantasia on 
Christmas Carols’ which is based on four well known carols and provides intricate and 
heart-warming choral lines. The rest of the programme contains Christmas Carols and 
Spiritual Music from the deep South of the United States. As always the audience will 
be have a chance to participate in some familiar numbers. 

Alongside the 100+ Choir and its Musical Director Simon Twiselton, will be soloists Paul 
Badley (Tenor) and Tom Hunt (baritone).  Instrumentalists Jacqueline Bevan (piano), a 
string quintet led by Edward Burns, guitarist Richard Hill and percussionists led by Dan 
Priest. 

A bar will be open for wine and soft drinks both before the performance and during the 
interval. 
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Seating is limited and early booking is recommended. Tickets will be available at the 
door on the night at £15.00, but can be obtained from choir members, through the box 
office (www.netaticket.co.uk) or by telephone to Anne Bridge  01963 31983  and 
John Cole  01963 351916.   

SHREEN HARMONY 

Members of Shreen Harmony are once again wondering where the year has gone as 
they rehearse for their Christmas performances!  These concerts are in aid of charity so 
do please come along and enjoy an evening of Christmas carols and other songs from 
around the world. 

The choir’s first Christmas concert will be on Thursday, 19th December at 7.30pm in 
St Mary's Church, Gillingham.  Tickets cost £5.00 to include Mulled Wine and Mince 
pies. Proceeds will go to the Deanery Link with Lui, South Sudan. 

If you miss this concert (or enjoy it so much that you'd like to hear more!) its next 
performance will be at 7.30pm on Saturday, 21st December in The Grove Building. 
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN MERE & 

Carols in the Square, Mere 
Christmas Eve 11.00am Everyone welcome 

St Michael the Archangel, Mere  
Sunday, 22nd December  4.00pm A Celebration of Carols 

Christmas Eve  5.00pm Crib Service (Children invited 

 to dress as nativity story characters) 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

  10.30am Family Communion with Carols 

United Reformed and Methodist Churches, Mere 
Sunday, 22nd December 6.00pm United Carol Service with 

 the Methodist Church at the 

 United Reformed Church 

Christmas Day  10.30am United Christmas Morning 

 Service with the Methodist Church at 

The United Reformed Church 

Preacher: Rev’d Elizabeth Kemp 

St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, Mere 
Christmas Eve 6.00pm Mass 

Christmas Day 10.00am Mass 

St Mary the Virgin, West Knoyle 
Sunday, 22nd December 6.30pm Candlelit Carol service 

Christmas Day 9.15am Holy Communion (BCP) 
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DISTRICT - CHRISTMAS 2013 

Parish of Upper Stour 
Friday, 20th December 7.00pm Carols behind the Inn 

 Starting at the back of the  

 Bell & Crown, Zeals 

Sunday, 22nd December 6.00pm Carols at the Christmas Tree 

 Bourton Village Green 

Christmas Eve 4.00pm ‘Christingle Service with 

 Carols - all ages welcome 

 St Martin’s Church, Zeals  

 6.30pm Traditional Carol Service at 

 St Peters Church, Stourton 

 11.30pm Midnight Mass at 

 St George’s Church, Bourton. 

Christmas Day 10.00am Festival Communion with 

 Carols - All ages welcome to come and 
 join in celebrating Jesus’ birthday 

 St Mary’s Church, Kilmington 

For further details of Upper Stour Church services, please see the Upper 

Stour Parish Magazine, or contact Rev’d Chris Moorsom,  01747 840221 

 

Visitors are most welcome at all services 

****************** 

All the Churches wish everyone a 

happy, holy and peaceful Christmas. 
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Entrance is by donation, so this is great way to get into the festive spirit whilst helping 
those who are less fortunate. Refreshments and a finger buffet will also be available. 
This performance will be in aid of The Gillingham Food Bank.  

In the run up to Christmas some choir members will be bringing the Christmas spirit to 
the elderly by singing carols with them at Carrington House, Wincanton and Fives 
Court, Mere. 

The choir would like to thank all those who support its performances throughout the 
year and thus help to raise money for good causes. 

If you are interested in joining the choir, it would be happy to hear from you. There are 
currently some vacancies in the Alto and Bass sections. 

The new term will start on 9th January 2014 at 7.30pm at Mere United Reformed 
Church. email: enquiries@shreenharmony.co.uk  

More information about the choir is available on its website: 
www.shreenharmony.co.uk or you can find it on facebook. 

Jane Edwards  01380 830918 

WOMENS INSTITUTE (WI) 

At our November meeting we enjoyed a very informative talk with 
photographs by Chris Forester, about the history and development of 
the Metropolitan Mounted Police, from their beginnings in 1829.  Its 

duties included messenger, public order, demonstration and crowd control as well as 
ceremonial and display activities, which continues through to the present day.  We also 
saw the basic drills for crowd control and heard about the famous story concerning the 
officer, George Scorey and the White Horse of Wembley Stadium in 1923.  The first 
women officer joined in 1971, and women now outnumber the male officers by 2 to 1, 
something that we were surprised to hear. 

The competition for an edible policeman produced entries made from potato, marzipan, 
regal icing and even a policeman "under cover".  All good fun. 

In the coming weeks we have been invited by Deverill Valley and Crockerton WI to an 
evening at Lakeside Garden Centre, Crockerton and by Boreham WI to join them for 
their Christmas meeting. 

Happy Birthday Mere Womens Institute 
In November, our branch was 95 years old.  So our next meeting at 7.30pm on 
Thursday, 5th December in the Grove Buildings will be a celebration of that event, 
together with our Christmas festivities.  Mere Melodies, our local hand bell ringers will 
be entertaining us. There will also be activities, a buffet supper, drinks and small gifts. 
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The competition will be a Christmas table decoration. So please come and join us to 
help us celebrate our landmark birthday and perhaps become a member in 2014.   

We do not have a meeting in January but will be enjoying our New Year Lunch at the 
Bell and Crown, in Zeals. Janet Fisher  01747 861323 

 
MOTHERS’ UNION AND OPEN MEMBERS’ GROUP 

Two Special Events 

Come and join us for a foretaste of Christmas 
On Tuesday, 10th December at 3.00pm 

in St Michael’s Church 
for our 

Mothers Union Carol Service 
Followed by tea and mince pies in the Grove Building 

Everyone welcome – just come along. 

For our January meeting on Tuesday, 7th January at 12.30 for 1.00pm, we 
willl be enjoying the Christmas Menu at the Walnut Tree for our annual meal out 
together.  Current, past, and prospective MU members are all very welcome, 
together with spouses/partners/friends who would like to join us.  Please speak 
to your MU ‘contact person’ or ring me to book asap and by 10th December at 
the latest. Judith Thompson (MU Branch Leader)  01747 860553 

FRIENDS OF FIVES COURT 

The Friends are delighted to announce two important pieces of news in this year-end 
issue.  First, we are happy to confirm that our Burn's Night Supper will take place on 
Saturday, 1st February 2014 in the Grove Building.  Please see the poster overleaf 
for all the details. 

Secondly, the Friends have been nominated to be one of the three worthy causes 
supported by Waitrose's 'Community Matters' scheme (Gillingham) for the month of 
December 2013.  If you put your green button in 'our' box, this will turn into cash which 
we can put towards our 10th-anniversary Transport Fund appeal.  What better way to 
wish Fives Court Residents a Happy Christmas and New Year!  Do support us if you 
can.  Jenny Wilding  01747 860908 
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Friends of Fives Court 

Burns Night Celebration Supper 

 
with Scottish bagpiper Bob McNaught 

Saturday, 1st February 
7.30pm The Grove Building 

Traditional Four Course Scottish Food  

Including the 

‘Piping in of The Haggis’ 
Licensed Bar 

Tickets £15 on sale at the Library 

ROSEMARY GODDARD CENTRE (RGC) 
for the over 60s 

The Day Centre for Mere and district, Lynch Close 
Mondays and Fridays 10.30am – 3.00pm 

Many thanks to all of you who supported our Tombola in the Square.  It raised a brilliant 
£135.  Don't miss out on our quiz, which is now on sale in Mere library.  The deadline to 
complete is the end of December, so why not pick up a quiz to keep everyone occupied 
over Christmas. 

The guests have been busy learning some new songs and we would like to invite all our 
wonderful volunteers to come along for mince pies and a singsong at 1:30pm on 
Monday, 23rd December. 

We are very much looking forward to our Christmas celebrations and our pantomime 
trip to see 'Dick Whittington and his cat' at Salisbury Playhouse at the beginning of 
January. 

We have a few spaces for new guests on Fridays, if you would like to come and join our 
happy group please get in touch.  We offer a varied range of activities and a hot, 
nutritious two course meal, along with a good natter and companionship. 
(www.MereDayCentre.org.uk) 

From all at the RGC, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!  
Sandie Hawkins, RGC Organiser  07835 272406 

javascript:edit(26347)
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MERE GARDENING CLUB 

Fun social and quiz evening 
Wednesday, 8th January   7.30pm Grove Buildings 

An evening to get to know club members and have fun!  Shared nibbles and seasonal 
drinks provided. Members’ guests are very welcome at £2 to cover 
refreshments.  

Note: There will be NO December meeting. 

Mere Garden Club's 3rd Potato Day 
Please support us on Sunday, 16th February 2014 - put the date in your diaries now! 
Whether you need 3 tubers for a pot on your patio or enough for your allotment, you 
want to try something new or have an old faithful, there will be something for everyone 
with over 8o varieties sold by the tuber. More details later.  

Janet Way  01747 860884 

CASTLE HILL QUILTERS 

Castle Hill Quilters will be taking a break over the Christmas period.  We will start again 
in January with our New Year's lunch at ‘The George’ on Thursday, 9th January, 2014, 
followed by our meeting at the Grove Building.  

Members will continue to meet during the winter months and will go on with the block-of-
the-month project, which we hope will result in finished quilts by the time Spring comes!  

A date for the diary of anyone interested in quilting is Thursday, 27th March at 2.00pm in 
the Grove Building when we will have a talk by Gail Lawther, well-known quilter, teacher 
and author of books on quilting.  We welcome visitors to hear Gail at a cost of £3.50.
 Jennie Hoffman, President, 01747 861514 

MERE MUSEUM 

Our new exhibition, 'What People Wore' has opened to 'rave reviews'!  We hope lots of 
you will pop in to the Museum to see it over the festive season and beyond.  Also, don't 
forget to keep an eye on the Clock-tower.  In addition to the changing exhibition there 
on water in Mere and Mere's rivers, there will shortly be a digital photo-frame on display 
showing, on a continuous loop, 50 or more images of items in the Museum's collection.  
This is part of a new Museum project, of which more next year!  Happy Christmas 
meanwhile!. Jenny Wilding  01747 860908 

FRIENDS OF MERE MUSEUM 
On Friday, 6th December at 7.30pm in the Grove Building, Julian Richards, FSA, 
MIFA, the well-known archaeologist, broadcaster and writer, is returning to Mere to give 
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a talk about Stonehenge.  Tickets are on sale at the Library at £6.50, to include a glass 
of wine.  Be sure to book today to avoid disappointment!.   
 Jenny Wilding  01747 860908 

GROVE BUILDINGS “100” CLUB 
The Result of the ‘100’ Club Draw for November, drawn on Sunday, 3rd November by 
Mr S Burnip, was: 
 1st Prize  (£20) - No. 49 Mrs J Bickerstaff 
 2nd Prize (£15) - No. 98 Mr K Toms 
 3rd Prize  (£10) - No. 146 Mrs A Sainthill 
 4th Prize  (£5) - No. 167 Mr N Baird 

Valerie Ransley  01747 860964  
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                   MERE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

                  Behind the scenes at  

                    Lytes Cary Manor 

                         By Judith Teasdale 

Tuesday, 3rd December at 7.30pm in the Grove Building 
A landscape architect who has written a Conservation Management Plan for Lytes Cary 
Manor, and will share her journey into the history of the Manor with us. 

Battle of Britain 

By Robin Miller 

Tuesday, 7th January 2014 at 7.30pm in the Grove Building 
Covering the strategic background of the opposing forces, the course of the battle and 
the reasons for failure and success  

Postcards and Messages 

By Ian McLellan 

Tuesday, 4th February 2014 at 7.30pm in the Grove Building 
Their meanings and messages. 

£3 entry for non-members to these three talks, who will be very welcome 

Morning Talk 
Our morning talk for Tuesday, 21st January 2014, to be held in the small room of the 
Grove Building at 10.15am for 10.30am, is: “Nelson’s Band of Brothers”, by John 
MacAlear.  £1 entry for non-members who will be very welcome 

Note:  there will be NO morning talk in December 

 Caroline Cook  01747 861797 

MERE AMATEUR DRAMATIC SOCIETY (MADS) 
Fresh from the success of their Christmas production 'Sing Nowell', MADS members 
are themselves looking forward to a spot of rest and relaxation (and much much more!) 
during the Festive Season.  We (once again) wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year, by which time rehearsals for our next production will be in full swing.  All 
details in the next issue!  Jenny Wilding  01747 860908 
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MERE SNOOKER CLUB 

The Club held a very successful Quiz Night in October which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
all. "Best night out ever" was one comment.  Many thanks to all contributors, helpers 
and most importantly, to all who came and took part.  See you next year! 

We are a friendly group, so, if you would like to hone your skills, or learn from scratch, 
contact me for further details.  

New Year’s resolution to learn something new?  Mere Snooker Club welcomes new 
players, as well as those with existing skills and yes, Ladies are very welcome too!  

Kevin Smith, Secretary,  01747 860305 

MERE BOWLS CLUB 

Hallowe’en saw a collection of witches and demons etc. gather at the Bowls Club for 
another fun evening followed by supper. 

Please make a note in your diary for our next event which is a Barn Dance on Saturday, 
1st March.  As usual we will have the Black Bear Band and it will be held in the Grove 
Building.  Look out for posters and details of ticket sales in the New Year. 

A Monday in early October, saw members of the Club spend all day successfully 
erecting our new log cabin which will be used as our changing rooms.  This will be a 
very useful addition to the facilities we can offer to visiting teams. 

So all there is to say is Merry Christmas and a Happy and healthy New Year to all 
members and any future members out there. 

For any information regarding the club, please contact Alan Inwood  01985 844215, 
Don Butchers  01747 860775 or  don.butchers@btinternet.com or me Jeff 
Vigars, telephone number below, or   jeffcarolvigars@hotmail.co.uk 

Jeff Vigars, Fixtures Secretary  01747 860976 

1st MERE BROWNIES 

Recycling project 
During 2013 we have raised approx £165.80, so thank you for your continued support. 

We are still collecting Jewellery – Gold, Silver, Costume and watches.  Foreign and 
UK coins and notes - any currency and of any age. Mobile phones.  (They do not 
have to be working, but it is advisable to remove the SIM card).   Please note:  This 
is about you giving unwanted items.  Please be careful not to give anything of 
sentimental value that you may later regret donating!   

We can recycle them for you – with proceeds to unit funds. 
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WILTSHIRE MOVIOLA 
In association with 

MERE PARISH COUNCIL 
proudly presents 

 ‘About Time’ 
(12A) 

 

Bill Nighy  Lindsey Duncan  Tom Hollander 

Domhnall Gleeson   Rachel McAdams 
 

At the age of 21 Tim discovers he can travel in time.  Although 

he cannot change history, he can change what happens and has 

happened in his own life.  His decision to make his world a 

better place turns out not to be as easy as you might think. 

 

In the Lecture Hall 

Thursday, 16th January, at 7.30pm  
 (Doors open 7.00pm) 

TICKETS £5.00 
Available from The Library 

 
For more information call Mary White  01747 861257 

Visit our website at: www.moviola.org 
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Collection points for all your contributions are still at Waltons Newsagent.  The Post 
Office.    Jeans Electrical Shop and Jeans Chapel Showroom as well as The Library. 

Sue Luffman and Sue Jeans, Brownie Guiders  01747 860215 

MERE CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
We have been having a busy time here over the last month with lots of visitors and new 
families registered with us, however, at the time of writing we are making lots of 
preparations for the festive season ahead.   

Our Bingo Night at the Lecture Hall on the 9th November was a big success raising 
£423.00 for our Christmas party on Wednesday, 4th December.  We would like to 
extend a big thank you to all the local businesses and organisations who have helped 
us raise this money through donations as prizes, and to our parents and families for all 
of their contributions too.  While our Christmas party is for our regular users, we have 
booked an entertainer who will be performing in the School hall to which we have 
invited reception classes, local kindergartens and pre-school groups.  If you are 
interested in attending the party, please ring the number below for more information. 

Our Baby Massage class on Mondays and our Parenting Group on Thursday 
evenings have now finished but have been very successful.  If you have missed either 
of these useful groups this time around, don’t worry, ring the number below and get 
booked on to the next course available.   

Our regular groups are going strong with lots of mums and tots attending our Music 
Group in Zeals Parish Room on Tuesday mornings at 10.00am and our Stay and 
Play Group on Wednesday mornings, which is always well attended with toddlers 
now progressing from our baby group on Fridays to the more challenging and at 
present, seasonally themed activities, available at this group.   

On Wednesday afternoons at 1.30pm we now offer our Breastfeeding Support 
Group run by our very competent and friendly Breastfeeding Support Volunteer, Mel 
Collins, who has given up her time to train in order to run this group, which is for mums 
who are breastfeeding and mums-to-be who are hoping to breastfeed.  This is an 
invaluable group as many mums have hoped to breastfeed but been discouraged by 
difficulties and lack of support at crucial times in the process. 

On Fridays at 1.30pm we have new parents now attending our Baby Group which is a 
friendly group for parents and babies up to the age of 18 months. 

For further information on any of the above groups please call the number below and 
speak to one of our friendly team.  If you are new to the area, have a new baby or have 
not attended any of our groups before, drop in and visit us and see our great facilities – 
especially our wonderful Sensory Room which can be booked for individual sessions. 

Jane Smith, Support Worker,  01747 861108  
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Christmas rehearsals are well under 
way at Mere School 

Rehearsals for the Christmas productions 
have begun already. The Key Stage 1 
production is ‘Eeyore’s Christmas 
Discovery’ and the Key Stage 2 production 
is ‘Christmas Stars’. 

Gold Class Go back in Time 

Gold Class had an exciting day at 
Montacute House near Yeovil. They all 
dressed up in Tudor Tabard costume and 
started the day with a tour of the house.  
The class then spent some time studying 
Tudor portraits from The National Gallery. 
They found out about Tudor kitchens, 
bedrooms and dining. They learnt how to 
‘pounce portraits’ and create miniature 
portraits. The afternoon was spent in the 
grounds and gardens, completing a 
garden trail. The whole day was fantastic! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ICT Week 

The last week of half term was ICT Week. 
Key Stage 1 focused on the new 
computing curriculum. They used floor 
robots called ‘Beebots’ which they 
programmed to follow a set of instructions 
and made floor mats for the robots to 
follow. 

Radio Broadcast 

The school hall was transformed into a 
radio station as part of our ICT Week. 
Children in Key Stage 2 spent the day 
working on their own live radio show on 
the internet. The pupils had to research 
and write their own material. Tension 
mounted as the live broadcast 
approached. The broadcast was a great 
success. 

Mere School Fireworks 

We enjoyed a family fireworks display at 
the end of half term. The event was 
organised by parent and pyrotechnician 
Bill Deeker, for the enjoyment of family 
and friends of the school. There was a 
great atmosphere and all present were 
enthralled by the display at dusk. 

 

 

Gold CLASS 

reports 

Year 3 

 
STOP PRESS! 

Look on our website for 
latest news and pictures: 

www.mereschool.co.uk 
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BARN BUDDIES 

The Barn Buddies youth club meets at Barrow Street Farm, BA12 6AB, every Friday 
evening from 6.30 until 8.00pm. Boys and girls from year 2 upwards are welcome, or 
younger if Mum or Dad stay.   

The barn can get cold in winter so do wrap up, but with plenty of room for running 
around members soon warm up.   

We will be open throughout December and January except Friday, 27th December, 
between Christmas and New Year. 

Come in and have a look, or if you would like more information please call me: 
Tim Merrell  01747 860195 

NEWS FROM ST MICHAELS 

Carol Service on the afternoon of Sunday, 22nd December 
This year's service of Nine Lessons and Carols will take place in the parish church 
beginning at 4.00pm. 

The hour-long service will begin in darkness, lit by candles held by members of the 
congregation, and will include traditional scripture readings, anthems by an augmented 
choir and congregational carols. 

The service has been moved from a weekday evening to Sunday afternoon to make it 
easier for families with younger children and those with working members to attend. 
Everyone in the community is invited and encouraged to join in this joyful celebration of 
Christ's birth. 

Concert of 'Warm Music for a Cold Winter's Evening', on 
Saturday, 11th January 2014 
Mere residents and visitors can enjoy a warm musical miscellany for a cold winter's 
evening on Saturday, 11th January at St Michael's parish church, starting at 7.30pm. 

Organised and directed by Peter Mason, the church's Director of Music, the concert will 
include voice, trumpet, piano and organ music spanning 300 years, including the world 
premiere of a concerto by Handel for six keyboards, as well as "a musical surprise". 

Refreshments will be available during the interval.  There is no charge, but a retiring 
collection will be taken in aid of church funds. 

REMEMBER!  COPY DATE FOR THE FEBRUARY ISSUE 

MONDAY, 14th JANUARY 2014 
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Christingle service: Sunday, 8th December 
The traditional candlelit Christingle service will be held St Michael's parish church at 
3.00pm. 

Unlike previous years' services, when the Christingles were made in advance, this year 
the children will assemble them during the service itself, using the traditional materials: 
oranges, candles, red tape, cocktail Sticks, dried fruits and sweets, while also learning 
what each part means to Christians. 

The collection taken at the service will go to the Children's Society for its work in helping 
children of all faiths and none, including children at risk on the streets, disabled children, 
young refugees, young carers or those within the youth justice system. 

This is a wonderful way for families to celebrate Christmas together, and everyone from 
Mere and surrounding villages is welcome to come and be part of the celebration. 

Special Advent booklet 
A special booklet with reflections on the season of Advent will be available at 
St Michael's parish church from Sunday, 1st December. 

Written by the church's licensed lay minister, Christine Marsh, it provides suggested 
daily Bible reading, a short prayer and some reflections on the reading. 

Titled 'The Jesse Tree', the booklet also suggests a symbol that can be made each day 
and hung on a home made tree, or can be coloured in on a drawing that is inserted into 
the booklet. The booklet is suitable for both adults and children and is aimed at making 
the days of Advent more than just a countdown to Christmas. 

Young People's Group 
Sunday, 26th January will be the first weekly meeting of Christian Explorers Group 
usually at Mere Vicarage from 5.00-600pm.  This group will lead to confirmation for 
those who would like it.  For more information, ring Rev’d Carol  01747 861859. 

Steve Hoffman, Publicity Officer, St Michael's church  01747 861514 

FR. TOM SMITH, PRIEST AT THE ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF ST MARY’S, WRITES: 

Britain is a multicultural society; the last fifteen years have seen the unprecedented 
migration of people from the European Union and further a field.  This has led to, among 
other things, a balancing of the average national age, a diversity of culture and greater 
competition for jobs.  It would be hoped that with such a melting pot of different 
nationalities on an island as small as ours, there would be great cultural enrichment and 
in some large cities this is evident.   
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A few months ago I was in Wolverhampton and commented to a friend about the 
Christmas lights being up so early, he pointed out to me that they were not Christmas 
lights but Diwali lights, to celebrate the Hindu Festival of Lights.  Despite this enrichment 
of culture; very evident in the media is a great dislike and fear of the number and type of 
immigrants in Britain, in fact there appears in places to be a lot of hatred directed 
towards people of different nationalities who live in Britain. 

Days after his birth, Jesus was an immigrant, his family moving to Egypt from 
Bethlehem then in Palestine.  He was being hunted by King Herod, who wanted to 
destroy this king who he saw as a threat to his own rule.  But like many people, even 
Jesus' disciples later on, Herod had misinterpreted the nature of Jesus' kingship.  Herod 
believed it to be an earthly kingship but Jesus later on through his death and 
Resurrection, was to show that his power lay in the spiritual realm.   

Joseph, Mary and Jesus sought political asylum in Egypt.  From his earliest days the 
son of God found himself unwelcome and misunderstood by the very people he came to 
save.  The asylum he sought gave his family the freedom to grow and live in peace.  We 
are very privileged to be either born in or live in Britain, although we may find many 
things wrong with our society compared to many places on our planet, we have it good, 
very good in fact.  If we can share this in an appropriate way with others it may just give 
them the opportunities to flourish.  The challenges in Jesus’ early life were a sign of 
things to come in his adult life, the manger where Jesus was born has many signs in it 
that point to a life full of challenge and hope. 

In our popular culture, Christmas is supposed to be cosy, a special time we spend with 
our family and loved ones.  There are many though for whom Christmas is a difficult 
time, tinged with sadness.  The sadness of a lost loved one, the sadness of a broken 
home, the sadness of alcoholic family members who always shows themselves up at  
this time of year, the sadness of a lonely heart, which feel the loneliness even more 
deeply at a time when everyone is supposed to be having fun.   

The manger was far from cosy, it was a dirty stable, probably not mucked out by it's 
busy innkeeper owner.  It was a far from appropriate place for any baby to be born.  
There was no nice hospital ward for Mary and Jesus.  The baby Jesus was wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manger and thirty three years later he would be wrapped 
in a shroud and laid in an empty tomb.  The gifts brought by the Magi carried signs of 
foreboding, myrrh was used for embalming the bodies of deceased loved ones.  

From the beginning of his life, Jesus the son of God came into a messy world and rather 
than seek a safe life, lived through the challenges many face today.  Through those 
challenges and encounterring  death, he gave life to the world through his resurrection. 

In our Christmas carols we sing 'O come, O come, Emmanuel...' Emmanuel means 
'God with us'.  In Jesus, God is truly with us and if you are one of the countless millions 
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who struggle and suffer, if you feel you don't belong at times, then Christmas and Jesus 
are for you.  Whatever you may be doing this Christmas, whether it is happy or difficult, 
may it be a peaceful and grace filled time for you. 

METHODIST CHURCH NOTES 
Café Worship 
Coffee mornings will continue (weather permitting) throughout the winter in the 
Methodist School Room on Wednesdays at 10.30am to 12.00 noon with Pause for 
Thought at 11.00am.  We extend this on the last Wednesday of the month to take the 
form of a short service of worship - do come and share the fellowship - a time to take 
stock and start again 

Service Times 
From December to March 2014 inclusive, our Sunday services will begin at 3.00pm 
unless stated otherwise. Mary Siderfin  01747 861370 

ADVENT QUIET DAY 
Friday, 13th December 

At the Grove Building 

10.00am – 12.30pm 

Followed by a light lunch 

Led by Christine Marsh LLM 

Cost £5 
Contact Blanche Johnston  01747 860544 

CHURCH SERVICES IN MERE AND WEST KNOYLE 

DECEMBER 2013 

The Parish Church, St Michael the Archangel:  
Priest in Charge: Rev’d Carol Wilson-Barker  01747 861859, 
: carolw953@aol.com 

Churchwardens: 
Mrs Jean Knapp  01747 860142 
Mrs Elizabeth Howden  01747 863424 

Each Sunday  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Each Wednesday  10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Each Thursday  8.00am Holy Communion (CW1)(NOT 26th) 
Each Friday  The Rev’d Carol Wilson-Barker has a rest day 
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Sunday 1st 9.15am Said Eucharist followed by coffee 
  10.30am Family Praise 
  6.30pm Taize for Advent 
Tuesday 3rd 6.00pm Start the Month Holy 
   Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 8th 10.30am Parish Communion (CW1) 
  3.00pm Christingle service 
  6.00pm Advent Worship 
 15th 10.30am Parish Communion (CW1) 
  6.00pm Advent Worship 
 22nd 10.30am Parish Communion (CW1) 
Christmas Services - see centre pages 
Sunday 29th 10.30am Matins 

The United Reformed Church  
Mere Contact: Mrs E Burfitt,  01747 860685 

Sunday 1st 11.00am Rev’d Hazel Barkham 
 8th 11.00am Rev’d Elizabeth Kemp 
   Holy Communion 

 15th 11.00am Rev’d Stella Sivyour 
 22nd 11.00am Rev’d Margaret Laurie 
Christmas Services - see centre pages 
 29th 11.00am Rev’d Stella Sivyour 

The Methodist Church ( 01747 823777) 
Mere Contact: Mrs M Siderfin:  01747 861370 
Note: Services in December begin at 3.00pm unless stated otherwise 

Sunday 1st 3.00pm Mr Ken Alcock  
 8th 3.00pm Rev’d Paul Arnold 
   Holy Communion 
 15th 6.00pm Advent Praise at St Michaels 
Christmas Services - see centre pages 
  29th 10.30 am No service in Mere. United  
    Service at Shaftesbury 
    Methodist Church 

The Roman Catholic Church, St Mary’s. ( Warminster 01985 212329 – 
Fr. Tom Smith) 
Mere Contacts: Teresa Read  01747 860289 or Margaret Thompson  
 01747 860291 

Every Friday  10.00am Mass 
Every Sunday  5.00pm Mass 
Christmas Services - see centre pages 
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On the 4th Sunday of the month - there will be tea and cakes after Mass 
together with the sale of Fairtrade produce. 

West Knoyle Parish Church, St Mary the Virgin  01747 830534 

Sunday  1st  9.15am DIY service 
 8th  9.15am Holy Communion (BCP) 
 15th  9.15am Matins (BCP) 
Christmas Services - see centre pages 
 29th   NO service 

Note:  BCP indicates Book of Common Prayer 
          CW1 indicates Common Worship Order 1 (trad - Indicates traditional language) 

CHURCH SERVICES IN MERE AND WEST KNOYLE 

JANUARY 2014 

The Parish Church, St Michael the Archangel:  
Priest in Charge: Rev’d Carol Wilson-Barker  01747 861859, 
: carolw953@aol.com 

Churchwardens: 
Mrs Jean Knapp  01747 860142 
Mrs Elizabeth Howden  01747 863424 

Each Sunday  8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Each Wednesday  10.30am Holy Communion (BCP) 
Each Thursday  8.00am Holy Communion (CW1) 
Each Friday  The Rev’d Carol Wilson-Barker has a rest day 

Sunday 5th 9.15am Said Eucharist followed by coffee 
  10.30am Family Praise 
  3.00pm Covenant Service at Methodist 
   Church 
Tuesday 7th  6.00pm ‘Start the Month’ Holy 
    Communion (BCP) 
Sunday 12th 10.30am Parish Communion (CW1) 
Saturday 18th 10.30am Prayers for start of Week of 
    Prayer for Christian Unity  
Sunday 19th  10.30am Parish Communion (CW1) 
  3.00pm Churches Together AGM and 
   Week of Prayer for Christian  
    Unity Service in Grove Building 
  26th  10.30am Parish Communion (CW1) 
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The United Reformed Church 
Mere Contact: Mrs E Burfitt:  01747 860685) 

Sunday 5th  11.00am Rev’d Margaret Laurie  
 12th  11.00am Rev’d Elizabeth Kemp 
    Church Meeting 
 19th  11.00am Rev’d Stella Sivyour 
    Holy Communion 
 26th  11.00am Rev’d Hazel Barkham 

The Methodist Church ( Shaftesbury 01747 854631)  
Mere Contact: Mrs M Siderfin:  01747 861370 

Note: Services in January start at 3.00pm 

Sunday 5th  3.00pm Rev’d Paul Arnold 
    United Churches 
    Covenant Service 
 12th  3.00pm Mr David Webb 
 19th  3.00pm Rev’d Paul Arnold 
    ChurchesTogether Week of 
    Prayer for Christian Unity in 
    Grove Building 
 26th  3.00pm Rev’d Helen Caine 

The Roman Catholic Church, St Mary’s. ( Warminster 01985 212329 – 
Fr. Tom Smith) 
Mere Contacts: Teresa Read  01747 860289 or Margaret Thompson  
 01747 860291 

Every Friday  10.00am Mass 
Every Sunday  5.00pm Mass 

On the 4th Sunday of the month - there will be tea and cakes after Mass 
together with the sale of Fairtrade produce. 

West Knoyle Parish Church, St Mary the Virgin:  01747 830534 

Sundays  5th 9.15am DIY 
 12th 9.15am Holy Communion (CW1 Trad) 
 19th 9.15am Matins (BCP) 
Thursday 23rd 10.30am Prayers for Christian Unity 
Sunday 26th

 
9.15am Holy Communion (BCP) 

Note:  BCP indicates Book of Common Prayer 1662 
          CW1 indicates Common Worship Order 1 (trad. Indicates traditional language) 
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DIARY DATES FOR DECEMBER 2013 

AYP-Andy Young Pavilion; BSF-Barrow Street Farm; CC-United Reformed 
Church; CP-Main Car Park; MS-Mere School; GB-Grove Buildings; L-
Lecture Hall; Lib-Library; Lynch-Lynch Community Centre; MH-Methodist 
Church Hall; MSC-Mere Social Club: PWC Prince of Wales Club RGC-
Rosemary Goddard Centre; YC-Youth Centre 

2 Mon 9.30am Tiddlers and Toddlers (also 9th & 16th) L 
  10.00am Chair Based Zumba Gold (also 9th & 16th) L 
  11.00am Zumba Gold (also 9th & 16th) L 
  2.00pm Pilates (also 9th & 16th) GB 
  6.00pm Beavers (also 9th) GB 
  6.45pm Cubs (also 9th) GB 
  7.00pm Scouts (also 9th) GB 
  7.00pm Slimming World (every Monday) L 
  7.30pm Parish Council Meeting AYP 
3 Tue 10.15am  Lip Reading (also 10th) GB 
  6.00pm  Pilates (also 10th & 17th) GB 
  6.20pm  Zumba (also 10th & 17th) L 
  7.30pm  Mere Historical Society GB 
4 Wed 9.30am Tai-Chi GB 
  10.30am Tai-Chi GB 
  10.30am Café Worship (also 11th & 18th) MH 
  11.00am Pilates (also 11th & 18th) GB 
  6.00pm Karate (also 11th &18th) L 
  7.15pm Carnival Bingo Night GB 
5 Thur 9.30am Tiddlers and Toddlers (also 12th & 19th) L 
  10.00am - 12.00pm Mere Art Group (also 12th & 19th) GB 
  10.00am - 11.30am Hearing Aid Clinic Surgery 
  2.00pm Bridge Club (also 12th & 19th)  L 
  2.00pm Castle Hill Quilters (also 12th) GB 
  6.30pm  Weight Watchers (also 12th &19th) MSC 
  7.30pm Women’s Institute GB  
  7.30pm Shreen Harmony (also 12th &19th) CC 
6 Fri 6.00pm Zumba (also 13th & 20th) L 
  6.30pm Barn Buddies (also 13th & 20th) BSF 
  7.30pm Friends of Mere Museum Julian Richards Talk GB 
7 Sat 10.00am - 11.00am Mere Credit Union (also 21st) Lib 
  10.30am  ‘Drop In’ Coffee Morning (also 14th, 21st & 28th) CC 
  6.30pm MTYFC Bingo ‘Eyes Down’ 7.30pm L 
9 Mon 7.30pm Mere Amateur Dramatic Society (Green Room) L 
10 Tue 9.00am Foot Care Clinic L 
  3.00pm Mothers Union Carol Service St Michaels Church 
11 Wed 1.45pm Friends Together Whist Drive GB 
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11 Wed 3.00pm Community Tea Party Angel Tea Rooms 
12 Thur 5.00pm Girl Guiding (also 19th) GB 
13 Fri 10.00am - 12.30pm Advent Quiet Day GB 
  7.30pm  Oasis Bingo Club ‘Eyes Down’ L 
18 Wed 2.00pm  December Short Walk Walnut Tree Inn 
21 Sat 10.00am - 12.00 noon Father Christmas The Square 
  10.30am ‘Drop In’ Coffee Morning + Traidcraft stall CC 
  7.30pm Shreen Harmony Concert GB 
23 Mon 1.30pm RGC Mince Pies and Sing Song The Lynch 

JANUARY 2014 

AYP-Andy Young Pavilion; BSF-Barrow Street Farm; CC-United Reformed 
Church; CP-Main Car Park; MS-Mere School; GB-Grove Buildings; L-
Lecture Hall; Lib-Library; Lynch-Lynch Community Centre; MH-Methodist 
Church Hall; MSC-Mere Social Club: PWC Prince of Wales Club RGC-
Rosemary Goddard Centre; YC-Youth Centre 

2 Thur 10.00am - 11.30am Hearing Aid Clinic Surgery 
  10.00am - 12.00pm  Mere Art Group (every Thursday) MH 
  6.30pm  Weight Watchers (every Thursday) MSC 
3 Fri 10.00am  St Michaels Coffee “Drop in” GB 
  6.30pm  Barn Buddies (every Friday) BSF 
4 Sat 10.00am - 11.00am  Mere Credit Union (also 18th) Lib 
  10.30am  Drop In Coffee Morning (also 11th, 18th, & 25th) CC 
6 Mon 9.30am Tiddlers and Toddlers (every Monday) L 
  10.00am Chair Based Zumba (every Monday) L 
  11.00am Zumba Gold (every Monday) L 
  2.00pm Pilates (every Monday) GB 
  7.00pm  Slimming World (every Monday) L 
7 Tue 12.00pm Tiddlers and Toddlers (also 21st) L 
  12.30pm Mothers Union Christmas Lunch Walnut Tree Inn 
  6.00pm  Pilates (every Tuesday) GB 
  6.20pm  Zumba (every Tuesday) L 
  7.30pm  Mere Historical Society GB 
8 Wed 9.30am  Tai-Chi (every Wednesday) GB 
  10.30am Café Worship (every Wednesday) MH 
  10.30am  Tai-Chi (every Wednesday) GB 
  11.00am  Pilates (every Wednesday) GB 
  1.45pm Friends Together Whist Drive GB 
  6.00pm  Karate (every Wednesday) L 
  7.30pm Gardening Club GB 
9 Thur 9.30am Tiddlers and Toddlers (every Thursday) L 
  2.00pm  Bridge Club (every Thursday) L 
  2.00pm  Castle Hill Quilters (every Thursday) GB 
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9 Thur 5.00pm  Girl Guiding (every Thursday) GB 
  7.30pm Shreen Harmony (every Thursday) CC 
10 Fri 10.00am  Merely Women (also 24th) GB 
  6.00pm Zumba (every Friday) L 
11 Sat 7.30pm Concert St Michaels Church 
13 Mon 6.00pm Beaver Scouts (also 20th & 27th)  GB 
  6.45pm Cubs (also 20th & 27th) GB 
  7.00pm Scouts (also 20th & 27th) GB 
  7.30pm Mere Amateur Dramatic Society (Green Room) L 
  7.30pm Parish Council Meeting AYP 
14 Tue 9.00am Foot Care Clinic L 
  10.15am  Lip Reading (also 21st & 28th)) GB 
  12.00pm  Community Lunch walnut Tree Inn 
16 Thur 7.30pm Mere Film Shows: “About Time” L 
19 Sun 3.00pm Churches Together AGM St Michaels Church 
21 Tue 10.15am Mere Historical Society Morning Talk GB 
  7.30pm St Michael’s PCC Meeting GB 
22 Wed 1.45pm Friends Together GB 
  3.00pm Communuty Tea Party Angel Tea Rooms 
28 Tue 9.00am Foot Care Clinic L 
29 Wed 11.00am - 12.00noon  Café Worship MH 

TISBURY & DISTRICT SPORTS  
For a copy of our full programme, more information about any of our classes, to book a 
place or details concerning any of our other activities, please contact us:  
Reception,  01747 871141,  : tisburysc@wiltshire.gov.uk,  visit the website at:  
www.wiltshire.gov.uk   Follow us on Twitter@TisburyLC or Facebook. 
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BOOKING MEETING HALLS IN MERE 

Grove Building:  Richard Jefferies  01747 863425 

Lecture Hall:  Sally Johnson   01747 861063 

Methodist Church Schoolroom Mary Siderfin  01747 861370 

 

MERE INFORMATION 

For full information on the businesses, organisations, societies, attractions and 
activities in Mere, together with current and back numbers of Mere Matters, 
please visit Mere’s own website; www.merewilts.org  
 

MERE INFORMATION POINT, THE LIBRARY 

The following Clinics/Advice Centres are held on a regular basis 

 CITIZENS’ ADVICE: Tuesdays: 10.00am to 3.30pm 

 HEALTH MATTERS 
 ADVICE Tuesdays: 1.30 to 4.30pm 

 REGISTRAR By appointment only 
 OF BIRTHS Thursdays: 9.30 to 11.30am 
 & DEATHS: For appointments  01225 713007 

 CREDIT UNION 1st & 3rd Saturdays 10.00 – 11.00am 

COPY DATE FOR FEBRUARY 2014 
ISSUE 

Editorial contributions for the February 2014 issue should be sent to 
Graham Avory, Little Tawny, Pettridge Lane, Mere, Warminster, 
Wiltshire BA12 6DG (: 01747 860439) or alternatively handed in at 
The Information Office, The Library, Mere (in an envelope marked 
‘MERE MATTERS’) by 4.00 pm on MONDAY, 14th January 2014.   

E-mailed contributions will be most welcome.  Please send to: 
merematters@inbox.com from Monday, 7th Janury 2013 onwards. 

Would ALL contributors, however they provide copy, please add their 
name and a contact telephone number to ensure inclusion. 

ALL ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES to: 
 Mrs Jane Kennedy 
 : jane.kennedy83@btinternet.com 
 : 01985 844740  

The picture on the front cover is by kind permission of Owen Rees 
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